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Abstract: Based on taxonomical analysis of snails collected from streams belonging to Srepok River, 
two new species belonging to genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 are recorded. These snails can be 
representative populations of subfamily Triculinae - Pomatiopsidae existing in Tay Nguyen Highland, 
central Vietnam that located in watershed area of Mekong river system. 

Genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 was established based on type species Pseudotricula undulata 
Dang et Ho, 2006. Up to now, the new genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho seems to be characterized for 
small streams in mountainous area, having 9 species, including these two new species.  

In 1992, Ponder W. F. (1992) has established genus Pseudotricula Ponder, 1992 with type species 
Pseudotricula eberhardi Ponder n. sp., found in a cave stream at Tasmania (Australia). According to the 
shell description given by this author [14], the genus Pseudotricula Ponder seems to be clearly different 
from the genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006. By shell structure, as well as, by cave living conditions 
of Pseudotricula eberhardi Ponder, 1992, the type species of this genus (in type locality at Tasmania, 
Australia). However, conforming to the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), 
Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 must be considered as a junior homonym of the genus Pseudotricula 

Ponder, 1992. Therefore, by ICZN, the generic name of Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 must be 
eliminated and replaced by the new name Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008, proposed by the authors. Hence, 
Pseudotricula undulata Dang et Ho, 2006 - type species of the genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho that to be 
considered as the type species of the genus Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008 (ICZN, 2000, Articles 678, 727). 

Based on analysis of snail specimens, two new species Vietricula serepoki Dang et Ho sp. n. and V. laki 
Dang et Ho sp. n. are also described in this paper.  
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Among freshwater snail samples collected 

from streams belonging to Srepok river, Dak 
Lak province, Tay Nguyen Highland - Vietnam, 
many specimens belonging to triculine group-
Potamiopsidae. The result of taxonomical 
analysis shows that these snails are two new 
species belonging to genus Pseudotricula Dang 
et Ho, 2006 but clearly differ from all known 
species of Triculinae's group found in streams of 
the northwestern area of Vietnam. These snails 
can be representative local populations of 
Triculinae existing in the Taynguyen Highland 
central Vietnam, that located in watershed area 
of Mekong river system.  

Genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 was 
established based on the new species 
Pseudotricula undulata Dang et Ho, 2006 with 

the following generic diagnosis: shell small, 
with 5-6 whorls, body whorl equal or longer 
than spire length, rather inflated and aperture 
variable, from semi-lunar to water-drop in 
shape, lip single or double. Up to now, the new 
genus Pseudotricula seems to be representative 
by 7 species characterized for mountainous 
streams found in northwestern area of Vietnam 
[5] and 2 new species recently found in Tay 
Nguyen Highland. 

 As we know, in 1992, Ponder W. F. has 
established the genus Pseudotricula Ponder, 
1992 based on the typ species Pseudotricula 

eberhardi Ponder,1992 found in cave stream at 
Tasmania, Australia (Ponder, W. F., 1992). 
According to the shell description given by this 
author, Pseudotricula Ponder is clearly differed 
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from genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 by 
the following characteristics: Shell short, 
broadly conical in shape, spire length very 
shorter than body whorl; aperture large, nearly 
round, with thickened, reflected outer lip. In 
addition, Pseudotricula eberhardi Ponder, type 
species of Pseudotricula Ponder seems to be 
characterized by the cave living conditions in 
dark zone of caves at Tasmania (Australia), 
strictly different from the normal living 
conditions in mountainous stream in Tay 
Nguyen Highland, Vietnam of Pseudotricula 

undulata Dang et Ho, type species of genus 
Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006. Therefore, 
Pseudotricula Dang et Ho must to be a taxon 
different from the above mentioned genus 
Pseudotricula Ponder. However, the name of 
the genus Pseudotricula Dang et Ho published 
later in 2006 must be considered as an junior 
homonym of Pseudotricula Ponder, 1992 
.Conforming to the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), the name 
Pseudotricula Dang et Ho must be eliminated 
and replaced by the new generic name 
Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008 proposed by the 
authors. Pseudotricula undulata Dang et Ho, 
2006 - type species of the genus Pseudotricula 

Dang et Ho that to be considered as the type 
species of genus with new nomination

Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008 (ICZN, 2000, 
Articles 678, 727). The following are diagnosis 
and descriptions of the new genus and two new 
species belonging to subfamily Triculinae:  

Vietricula Dang et Ho nom. nov. 

Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 (non 
Ponder, 1992) 

Diagnosis: Shell small, long-pyramidal in 
shape, inflated, smooth., with 5-6 whorls. Body 
whorl equal or longer than spire height, aperture 
variable, from semi-lunar to water-drop in 
shape, lip single or double. Peristome without 
reflected outer lip. 

Type species: Pseudotricula undulata Dang 
et Ho, 2006. 

Vietricula serepoki Dang et Ho sp. nov.  

(fig. 1) 

Holotype: length 7.0 mm, breadth 3.2 mm, 
length of aperture 3.5 mm, breadth of aperture 2 
mm, collected from stream belonging to Srepok 
River at Dak Lak province. Paratype: 20 shells, 
deposited in IEBR, Hanoi, Vietnam. 

Diagnosis: Shell small, pyramidal in shape, 
aperture narrow, semil-lunar in shape,acute 
angularly produced upper. Peristome thin, lip 
produced ahead. 

 

 
A     B     C 

Fig. 1. Vietricula serepoki Dang et Ho sp.n. (B: holotype; A, C paratype) 

 

Description: Shell small. Pyramidal in 
shape, length 7 mm. Spire apex eroded. Shell 
smooth, axial/vertical furrowing thin, opaque in 

body whorl. Whorls 5, body whorl inflated, 
breadth 3-4 mm, body whorl longer than spire 
length, equal 0.64-0.71 length of shell. Suture 
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shallow, single in young specimens, double in 
mature specimens. Shell solid, colour of shell 
changed from brown-yellow to brown. Aperture 
narrow, moderately long,semi-lunar in shape, 
acute angle produced upper and below. Upper 
angle of aperture located in about middle part of 
the body whorl. Peristome thin, lip produced 
ahead. Callus thin and continuous. Umblicus 
unclear. Operculum unknown.  

Size: h: 4-7; l: 2,7-3,5; Lo: 2,5-3,5; lo: 1,1-
2,0. 

Note: The new species Vietricula serepoki 

sp. nov. learly differs from the other known 
species of this genus by the aperture narrow, 
moderately long, acute angle produced upper 
and below.  

Etymology: the new species is named wing 
tothe name of Srepok River. 

Vietricula laki Dang et Ho sp. nov. (fig. 2) 

Holotype: Length 7 mm, breadth 4.0 mm, 
length of aperture 3.8 mm, breadth of aperture 
2.8 mm, collected from stream belonging to 
Srepok River at Dak Lak province. Paratype: 1 
shell, deposited in IEBR, Hanoi, Vietnam. 

Diagnosis: Shell small, long-conical in

shape, aperture water-drop in shape, peristome 
thickened in ahead. 

Description: Shell small, long-conical in 
shape, length 7 mm. Apex eroded. Shell smooth, 
some areas eroded, axial/vertical furrowings 
thin, opaque in body whorl. Whorls 5, body 
whorl moderately inflated, breadth 3.8-4.0 mm, 
length of body whorl 5.0 mm, longer than spire 
length, equal 0.71 length of shell. Suture 
shallow double in mature specimen. Shell solid, 
colour of shell changed from brown-yellow to 
deep brown. Aperture water-drop in shape, acute 
angle produced upper, round below. Upper 
angle located in about 2/3 of the body whorl. 
Perostome thickened in ahead. Callus thick and 
continuous. Umbilicus unclear. Operculum 
unknown.  

Size: h: 6.5-7; l: 3.8-4.0; Lo: 3.1-3.5; lo: 
2.7-2.8.  

Notes: The new species Vietricula serepoki 

sp. nov. clearly differs from the other species of 
this genus in aperture water-drop in shape, 
peristome thickened in ahead.  

Etymology: the new species is named 
owing to the name of Dak Lak province,  
Tay Nguyen highland. 

 

 
A    B  

Fig. 2. Vietricula laki Dang et Ho sp.n. (B. holotype; A. paratype) 
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GãP PHÇN NGHI£N CøU NHãM èC TRICULINAE  
(POMATIOPSIDAE - MOLLUSCA) ë T¢Y NGUY£N, VIÖT NAM 

  
Hå Thanh H¶I, §Æng Ngäc Thanh  

 

Tãm t¾t 
 

Trong sè vËt mÉu èc thu ®−îc ë c¸c suèi nh¸nh thuéc s«ng Srª Pok, tØnh §¨k L¨k, T©y Nguyªn, cã nhiÒu 
mÉu vËt thuéc nhãm èc Triculinae, hä Pomatiopsidae. Qua kÕt qu¶ ph©n tÝch ph©n lo¹i häc, cã hai loµi míi 
thuéc gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 ®−îc x¸c ®Þnh. Hai loµi míi nµy kh¸c râ rÖt víi c¸c loµi thuéc 
nhãm èc Triculinae, ®c thÊy ë vïng nói T©y b¾c. Cã thÓ ®©y lµ nh÷ng quÇn thÓ ®Þa ph−¬ng cña nhãm èc 
Triculinae ë T©y Nguyªn, l−u vùc s«ng Mª K«ng. 

Giång Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 ®−îc x¸c lËp trªn c¬ së loµi míi Pseudotricula undulata Dang et 
Ho, 2006 [5]. Tr−íc ®ã, trªn c¬ së c¸c mÉu vËt thu ®−îc trong suèi hang ngÇm ë Tasmania (Australia), n¨m 
1992, Ponder W. F. ®c x¸c lËp gièng míi Pseudotricula Ponder, 1992. Tuy nhiªn, theo c«ng bè cña t¸c gi¶ 
nµy [14], cã thÓ thÊy gièng Pseudotricula Ponder, 1992 hoµn toµn kh¸c víi gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 
2006 ë chç: vá èc ng¾n, h×nh c«n réng, th¸p èc ng¾n h¬n nhiÒu so víi vßng xo¾n cuèi, lç miÖng réng, gÇn 
trßn, vµnh miÖng dµy lén ra ngoµi thµnh m«i ngoµi. H¬n n÷a, loµi Pseudotricula eberhardi Ponder n. sp. t×m 

thÊy ë suèi ngÇm trong hang ë vïng Tasmania (óc), hoµn toµn kh¸c víi ®iÒu kiÖn sèng trong m«i tr−êng suèi 
tù nhiªn cña c¸c loµi ®c biÕt thuéc gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho ë ViÖt Nam. T×m thÊy gÇn ®©y ë c¸c suèi 



 18 

vïng nói phÝa b¾c vµ T©y Nguyªn ViÖt Nam. V× vËy, gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho ph¶i ®−îc coi lµ mét 
taxon hoµn toµn kh¸c víi gièng Pseudotricula Ponder, 1992 nãi trªn. Tuy nhiªn, theo LuËt Danh ph¸p ®éng 
vËt (ICZN), tªn Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, c«ng bè n¨m 2006, ph¶i coi lµ tªn ®ång danh míi cña 
Pseudotricula Ponder, c«ng bè n¨m 1992. Nh− vËy, tªn gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho, 2006 ph¶i ®−îc lo¹i 
bá vµ thay thÕ b»ng tªn míi Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008 do c¸c t¸c gi¶ ®Ò nghÞ. Loµi Pseudotricula undulata 

Dang et Ho, 2006 - loµi chuÈn cña gièng Pseudotricula Dang et Ho vÉn ®−îc coi nh− loµi chuÈn cña gièng víi 
tªn thay thÕ míi Vietricula Dang et Ho, 2008 (theo LuËt danh ph¸p, c¸c ®iÒu kho¶n 678, 727). 

Trªn c¬ së c¸c vËt mÉu thu ®−îc ë suèi thuéc s«ng Srª P«k, §¨k L¨k, T©y Nguyªn, hai loµi èc míi 
Vietricula serepoki Dang et Ho sp. n. vµ V. laki Dang et Ho sp. n. ®−îc m« t¶ chi tiÕt trong bµi nµy.  
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