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Abstract. We proposed a small GHz metamaterial perfect absorber, which can operate in two 

different functional modes depending on the orientation of unit-cell structure. Firstly, when the 

unit-cell structure is oriented symmetrically to the external electric-field direction, an absorption 

mode is achieved with a near-perfect absorption peak (absorption of 99 % at 13.9 GHz). 

Secondly, by rotating the resonator structure on top layer, metamaterial is asymmetric to the 

external field, leading to the excitation of cross-coupling effect. Consequently, a polarization-

conversion mode is obtained with a high cross-polarization reflection in a broadband region 

(where the cross-polarization coefficient reaches up to 75 % in the frequency-range of 12.5 - 

16.5 GHz). The polarization conversion was verified by experiment and the mechanism was 

clarified by the simulation of induced electric and magnetic fields. Our work could contribute to 

metamaterial-based multifunctional devices such as filter and polarization modulators. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the last few decades, Metamaterials (MMs) have attracted a great deal of attention. MM 

is an artificial material, consisting of pseudo-atoms (resonant structures) that are 7 to 10 times 

smaller than the operating wavelength. The biggest advantage of MMs is that they can be 
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designed to achieve desired electromagnetic (EM) properties, including: the negative refractive 

index [1, 2], the reverse Cherenkov effect [3] and the reverse Doppler effect [4] that do not exist 

in nature. The development history of MM dates back to 1968 when Veselago first predicted the 

extraordinary EM properties of a medium that simultaneously possessed the negative effective 

permeability and permittivity [5]. More than two decades later, MM with a negative index of 

refraction was verified experimentally by Smith et al. [6]. In 2008, Landy et al. proposed a 

metamaterial perfect absorber (MPA) [7] which had outstanding advantages in thickness (30 

times smaller than absorption wavelength) compared to the other traditional absorbent materials. 

Since then, research on MMs has grown dramatically with a wide range of potential applications 

such as invisibility cloaks [8], super lenses [9, 10], filters [11] and sensors [12 - 14]. 

Additionally, the ability of MMs to convert the polarization state of incident light has also 

received a great attention. Polarization is an important feature of the EM wave which refers to 

the orientation of electric field component in space. Manipulating the polarization state of EM 

wave is essential due to its various applications in the signal transmission and the sensitive 

measurement. The polarization state can be controlled using conventional polarization 

converters made of anisotropic materials, such as natural birefringent crystals, mirror 

asymmetric materials and magnetized plasmas. However, these converters have bulky volumes 

and narrowband frequency response, making them unsuitable for realizing ultrathin device 

sensors and nanophotonic devices [15]. Recently, to overcome these limitations, a new type of 

device based on MMs has been proposed to achieve the polarization conversion with single-

/multi- and ultra-broadband and miniaturized structures [15 - 20].  

Recently, single-/multi- and broad-band operations of EM-polarization converters and 

MPAs are being intensively suggested for next generations of polarization switching, solar 

energy harvesting, integrated polarization conversion, radar cross section (RCS) reduction and 

photo-detection [21 - 24]. However, most conventional MM-based devices are still designed by 

complex structures that make it a difficult task to commercialize. For this motivation, in this 

paper, we propose a simple planar polarization conversion structure consisting of asymmetric 

resonators. Due to the cross-coupling between induced field and incident wave, near complete 

and broadband polarization conversion can be achieved. The absorption properties of this 

structure were also numerically simulated and experimentally investigated to provide a deeper 

insight into the mechanism of our structure.   

2. SIMULATION, FABRICATION AND MEASUREMENTS 

The schematic diagram of the proposed model with its sub-wavelength unit cell was 

optimized and shown in Fig. 1a. In general, in the GHz band, the MM unit cell consists of three 

layers: a patterned-copper layer (for selecting the operational frequency), a dielectric substrate 

(for providing effective absorption/reflection volume) and a continuous copper layer (for 

blocking the EM transmission). In simulation, therefore, the dielectric substrate was made by 

FR-4 with a thickness of 0.38 mm, a relative dielectric constant of 4.3 and a loss tangent of 

0.025. Both the patterned layer and the continuous layer have an electric conductivity of 

        S/m and a thickness of 0.035 mm. The top patterned layer of the unit cell contains a 

split-ring resonator (SRR) combined with a cut-wire structure.  The lattice constant of the unit 

cell in both   and   directions is     mm and the geometrical parameters of the unit cell are 

given by   ,   ,  ,   and  , as shown in Fig. 1a. Our simulation was carried out by using the 

commercial CST-Microwave Studio software. The frequency domain solver was used with the 

frequency range from 12 to 18 GHz while unit cell boundary is applied for both x and y 
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direction. In our simulation, the electric-field vector and the magnetic-field vector of incident 

EM wave are oriented along to the  -axis and  -axis, respectively (for the TE mode). 

For our experiment, the photolithography technique was used to fabricate a sample with 

525 unit cells. The fabrication process included four main steps: firstly, the photoresistant agent 

was coated on a printed-circuit-board (PCB) and a photomask with the pre-designed structure 

was placed on the photoresistant layer. The system was then exposed to light for the appropriate 

time. In the second step, the photoresistant substances, which were not illuminated in the first 

step, were removed by the developed solvent. In the etching step, the liquid chemical agent 

removed the upper metallic layer in the area not protected by the photoresistant to obtain the 

desired structure. Finally, the remaining photoresistant was removed. 

The transmission and reflection coefficients of the fabricated sample were measured by a 

vector network analyzer (Rohde & Schwarz ZNB20) (Fig. 1c). The measuring system consists of 

two identical linearly polarized standard-gain horn antennas as the transmitter and the receiver, 

as shown in Fig. 1c. The absorptivity  ( ) of a material is defined as  ( )     ( )  
 ( ), where  ( )  |   |

  and   ( )  |   |
  are the transmission and reflectance 

coefficients, respectively, while|   |
  and |   |

  are correspondingly the scattering parameters 

of the reflection and the transmission.  

 

Figure 1. (a) Schematic diagram of the proposed unit cell. (b) Full-size fabricated sample and (c) 

corresponding measurement configuration, by using the Vector Network Analyzer ZNB20. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Figure 2. (a) Simulation results of co-polarized reflection and co-polarized absorption coefficients                          

of the MPA structure, symmetrically oriented in the polarization axis of the electric field.                                    

(b) Normalized impedance and distributions of surface current on (c) the top and (d) bottom layers for 

normal incidence at 13.9 GHz. 

Firstly, we considered the MPA structure, symmetrically oriented in the polarization axis of 

the electric field. Figure 2 presents simulation results of co-polarized reflection and absorption 

of the normal incident TE wave. The co-polarized reflection and co-polarized absorption can be 

calculated by the following expressions: 

                         

                                                             |      |
 
 |      |

 
 

                                                             |      |
 
, (1) 

                  |      |
 
, (2) 

where        and        are the reflection and transmission coefficients, respectively, when both 

the transmitting and receiving antennas were in the TE mode. The bottom layer was covered 

with a copper continuous layer, therefore, the transmittance component can be neglected 
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(     ). As shown in Fig. 2a, the co-polarized reflection coefficient is minimized to near 0 at 

13.9 GHz. According to Eq. (1), the absorption spectrum exhibits a single resonant peak at this 

resonant frequency with an absorbance of 99 %. The mechanism of the MM absorber was also 

clarified by calculating the impedance of this structure (Fig. 2b). It is shown that the real part of 

the relative impedance at the resonant frequency is 1.08, which implies that the impedance 

matching condition is satisfied. Therefore, at the resonant frequency, the EM waves are not 

reflected at the top layer of this structure and propagate entirely into the material. 

To have a better physical view of the mechanics of absorption, the distribution of induced 

surface currents on the two metallic layers at the resonant frequency is also studied. As shown in 

Figs. 2c and 2d, the current distribution mainly accumulates on the cut wire structure. The 

surface currents of the top and bottom layers have opposite directions, which implies that this 

resonance peak is magnetic [25]. This magnetic resonance together with the aforementioned 

impedance matching condition proves its ability to act as a perfect absorber in this case.  

To evaluate the effect of changing the orientation of the proposed structure on its respond 

to EM waves, the structure was rotated      as shown in Fig. 3a. Figure 3b shows the co-

polarized absorption of the proposed MPA structure when the thickness of the FR-4 layer varies 

from 0.38 mm to 1.2 mm, while other parameters are kept constant. It is observed that, at 

      mm, a broadband absorption spectrum can be achieved due to the combination of two 

resonant peaks at 12.9 and 15.9 GHz. Therefore, to meet the optimization purpose, the thickness 

of the dielectric substrate was optimized to be 1.2 mm.  

 

Figure 3. (a) Orientation of asymmetric structure. (b) Dependence of the co-polarized absorption 

coefficient on the dielectric layer thickness. Simulation and measurement results of (c) co-polarized 

reflection and absorption coefficients, (d) cross-polarized reflection and absorption coefficients and                 

(e) total absorption. 

Figure 3 presents the results of simulation and measurement total absorption; co- and cross-

polarized absorption, co- and cross-polarized reflection coefficients of the MPA structure. These 

co-polarized absorption and co-polarized reflection coefficients are calculated by using Eqs. (1) 
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and (2), while cross-polarized absorption and cross-polarized reflection coefficients are 

determined by the following expressions: 

                           

   |      |
 
 |      |

 
 

    |      |
 
 

 

 

(3)                      |      |
 
 

                         

   |      |
 
 |      |

 
 (4) 

where        and        are the reflection and transmission coefficients, respectively. It should 

be noted that, in our investigation, the transmitting antenna emits the TE-EM waves and the 

receiving antenna detects the TM-EM waves.  

 

Figure 4. Distribution of: electric field (a), magnetic field (b) on symmetric MPA structure and (c) the 

distribution of electric field on asymmetric MPA structure. 

As shown in Fig. 3c, both simulation and experimental results are in good agreement, 

where there is a broadband co-polarized absorption spectrum, from 12.5 to 16.5 GHz with an 

average absorption of 98 % (from 95 - 100 %). This broadband absorption spectrum is caused by 

the combination of two resonant peaks at 12.9 and at 15.9 GHz. However, the energy of the EM 

waves absorbed by the proposed MPA structure is not simply converted to heat as in recent 

MPAs [7, 26 - 28], because as shown in Fig. 3d, a part of the EM wave energy (above 75 %) is 

reflected in cross-polarization. It means that the proposed structure is capable of converting y-

polarized EM waves into x-polarized ones. The total absorption when taking into account the 

contributions of both co- and cross-polarized reflections is only approximately 0.2, as shown in 

Fig. 3e. In particular, the actual unit cell thickness of the proposed structure is scaled to: 

          (at 12.9 GHz). These values confirm that our structure is thinner than other 

common MMs [29, 30]. The slight deviation between the simulated results and the measured 
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ones can be attributed to the relatively large apertures of the two horn antennas in the 

measurement at 50 incident angle of the incoming EM wave, as shown in Fig. 1c.  

To clarify the polarization switching mechanism in our designed structure, the distributions 

of electric and magnetic fields are studied and presented in Fig. 4. As shown in Fig. 4a, the 

electric field is mainly distributed in the outer edge of the SRR, while the magnetic field is 

enhanced around the wire-cut area. In addition, the induced electric and magnetic fields are 

symmetrically distributed across both the x and y axes in the MPA symmetric structure. In the 

case of asymmetric structure, the simulated induced electric field is shown in Fig. 4c. At the 

resonant frequency of 12.9 GHz, the magnitude of electric field is only symmetrical across the u 

axis, inclined 45
0 

to the y axis, but opposite in sign, while at the frequency of 15.9 GHz, the 

distribution of electric field is symmetrical across the v axis, inclined -45
0 

to the v axis. In both 

resonant frequencies, the signs of the electric fields of the top and bottom metal layers remain 

opposite, indicating that both resonances at 12.9 and 15.9 GHz are magnetic. Furthermore, it 

should be noted that, the optimization of the substrate thickness has the role pulling the two 

resonant peaks together to create a broadband region. Therefore, the interaction between these 

two resonances (which causes the direction of the field at 15.9 GHz) is not completely 

perpendicular to the structural axis. 

The cross-coupling effect between the induced field and the incident wave field is used to 

explain the polarization conversion mechanism [31, 32]. In the symmetric structure, the 

distribution of electric and magnetic fields is symmetrical across the electric vector and magnetic 

vector direction of the incident EM wave. Therefore, the cross-coupling does not exist in this 

case. Consequently, the symmetric structure does not exhibit polarization conversion effect. In 

contrast, the induced fields in the asymmetrical structure are not symmetric across the external 

fields, so the cross-coupling can be created between them. At the resonant frequency of 12.9 

GHz, the induced electric field    on the top layer can be decomposed into two 

components     and    , perpendicular to each other. It can be remarked that     is parallel to 

the magnetic vector (  ) of the incident EM wave and that the cross-coupling of     and    
forms a cross-polarization conversion. Similarly, the cross-coupling between     and    also 

leads to a cross-polarization switching at 15.9 GHz. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

A small-size GHz-MPA, which acts as two functions of an absorber and a polarization 

converter, has been proven numerically and experimentally. Absorption function with almost 

perfect absorption at 13.9 GHz is achieved when the orientation of the unit-cell structure is 

symmetrical along the external electric field. Then, the symmetry of the structure is broken by 

rotating the resonator on the top layer, a polarization conversion function is produced with cross-

reflections above 75 % in a broadband ranging from 13 to 17 GHz. The mechanism of the cross-

polarization conversion is explained by the orthogonal fields induced on the asymmetric 

structure. The proposed MPA could be useful for novel miniaturized devices based on MMs 

involving wave modulation such as polarizers, filters and absorbers.  
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